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Stroll hand in hand
through Santa Barbara's
Chase Palm Park
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Ashland

Spend a few days in this southern Oregon
arts hub and you'll come away convinced:

IJurring iy SWeEeT sOIrToOw. BY MICHAEL McRAE

Astland Are Werds
drsplays wpares from e

drfferent loval teleuls,
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Ar q;f'r.l'lr Blue; T'l'-l'ull'd'gﬂ mh jﬂﬂgg
tikes, apate gpbseres, avd Sefolf gits

Jamuae Mordh, conjure up curstanding
Dungeness crab rakes, wnnd grifl:ﬁd rib
(B4 ste-ak with .IIIF';L'I-ll'_III [HEAECS Frapcs,
and Morth's unhelievnbly satislving warm
chocolate croifle cake with homemade
coffes ice cream, [ all VI nee «l in & |'||:il.'l:
lunch, Albyson's, on East Main Street less
than a block from the Shakespeare fest’s
comples of theaters, is a gourmer deli
tncked men a high-end cookoware shop,

B door B4 Ot of che Blue, pechaps
chie mostumesaal shiop in Ashlanad, Chanes
Eoarhbeen Kuzmice cravels the world cof-
lecting rare beads, tnbal masks. Rboes,
geological specimens, and such extra-
ordinary hernitore 05 an aneique MNegerai
birthing chadr, For my wile’s 2orh anmver-
sary gift, Kurmier serung eogecher u neck
ke of vinrage godd beads from Inadin, one
of them soedded wich rube

Like Kuemicz, my wife and | rravel
internatronally for our work, and it's
always a reliel when car omewand Highes
skim the crest of Mowne Ashland aml
drop inta the valley Some yeoars afcer
micving here, | et 3 Baank absont the
hidden valley in the Tiberan Hinalayas
that mnsprred ithe legend of Shangri-La.
Lircnmsramnoes prﬁe_—nl:._—d e from e hi-
ing thae spot, and a Buddhise friend
aviribured my failure o bad karma
Actually, I like to think ic's because I'd
atready artaimed my earchly paradise, &

MICHARL MeRAE 1% a0 Lnll:lEﬂLlnlgﬁLl:ll.n
fimr Mataman r_n'.-:l_u'.l:.ll.ul"l'. Adrerrers ancl
aurhor of The Sdvgd of Shanper-La

GHEAT FREAT EEAT Sall A

It you're going ...

Pick up AAAs Qregon & Washington TourBook and mag,
Fowr micrm infarmation, contact the Ashland Chamber of
Commearce at (541) 482-3486 or vist wiwncashlanochamieer
covrr Ares code iz 54T unless noted

I i bi
Oregon Shakespeare Festival Sce "Plays to s2e in 2006 on
the facing pnoe. First Friday Ark Wallk & wa'king tour of
dorwntenwn gallerles an the first Friday of each maonth, some
sarying wina and hors d'oeuvres, [(B877) 752-6278, Lithia
Park Woodiand Trall Guidebaoks are 52 at the chamber of
commerce office, 110 E. Main St 482-3486, ML Ashland Ski
Srea Twenty-three trails. 452-2A9T, wiw nmiasnians oo
Oregon Cabaret Theatre First and
Harciadie atrests, d88-002,
wWwworegoncabaret.com. Rogue
Valley Symphany COn the Soaidhern
Cregon Univarsity campus, 552
BEDE, W PSP TIRONO.

Allyson's Soups, salads, and gener-
ous sandwichas TS E Main S5
482-2884, Amusa Franch=-Facific
Marthwest Cugsine 15 M First SE.
A5E-9000. Mow Sammy's Cowboy
Bistra Acclaimed restawrant Just
outsicle of town, Opens Fad, 14
ook well In advance. 2210 5
Pacific Hey, S55-2779, Pilaf Vage-
taran cishes from the Middls East,
tha Maditerrarsan, and Inclia

18 Calle Guanajuato. 488-7508

EET Partly manicared, pavely wild, Lithia
Park covers vy acees o Asiland s ralge,

Rates listed hem rangs from the
|erwessl-rhCe POt W 0w SEms0n
(wintsar} to the highest-price rocm in high season (summear),
Ashiand Creek Inn 21253200, Lusurous BEE on the Cresk,
a Black fram Hwe plars. Seven siites, all with Kitchaedss s
ded II.E-: same with firepdacss, M0 Water 5t 4822515,
wwsaashiancorapkincovn. Ashland Springs Hotel SE3-31H05%
Or-5lte restawant and 7O roonns. 212 E Main 5t (B=8) /95
4545 wwwashiandspringshotelcom. Peerless Hotel and
Restaurant §74-5242 Restored 1900 brick boardinghouse
im the Raifread Cistrict with four rooms and two suitss,
243 Faurth 5L, (800 480-B7T58, Wi Deedicssiodeloorm.
Winchester lnn $129=4238, Full restawrant, wne bar, and 18
raaoemes and suelies in Dwo cotiages and bao Wictonan hames.
35 5. Second S5t (B0 872495, wwawwinchiestanimacom
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e ralE WHEN MY WIFE AND [ announced
thar we wese

o Askland, Ore, our frieods pescted wich

nowing Froem Marin Coonty, Coblii,

upiderstanding and sympathy, Chne, a fentur
writer for the Ser Froctecs Chrendcle, made
R H ||j|r_'\. ol s i|| a0 AT |:|_ 'S |_||-|'|5|-riru [} |I| r'.|-.'r
that the Bay Arcas seratosphenic Cost of L ing
witd canskinge o “bexin dr Zin"—a I|E|_5|-r ol wTikers
priises, sofrware cnginesrs, Almakers, and s
o Bedng mentkned o such crearive compan
was flattenng but also unset ||||'.|_: because the
l-t|1r1"-| hl.jhl-_ il S LY I|| Bl WE WEIE INrs 1k INg thi
verv Diympusof cultore and culinacy ares For a deeary lite in
el provinces

Mo, 0 vears after o mose, PAo major revelarions abost cul
mise and culgine in Ashland come fondly oo mind, eronscally B
vy mjE re r'ul_:m i. The Erst cecugred shor i:- afrer wie arrived,
at the { fregon “;"-:I'n..cﬂ-p-q:.u-- Festival's ||-e-::'-.||:|||.1.u| L2 q.ll'_'|:||'|Ll-:-.-:

Crlimaackss Flaetrue Caodrnacher, a riotous Garce abour owo Podish

érnigrés living in 4 crummy gpartment on Manharean’s Lower
Fast Sicle. Watching rhe play—superbly scred and staged in the
mest inrimare of che festival's three venwes — 1 realized thar
4ar Tenrs .\,_.['u_'u'l I _|| |j|_'|||“\..\,-_| 1 T '|-! heen sor |:'. I1'|a"~||'l|.ll\.'- I|
Cibowar ki's accloimed comedy had opened only a vear earlics in

Mew Yoek, aind heve iewas playing five minwees away from oar

i edyy, contempofary play ar 3 Shakespears tesrrval? “Lur

pnine can be mislending fror people who don’t Bsow swhar we
e sivps festival spokespersan Amy Richard. “We are noe just
o wee ks of 5 qu.--k:_u-..n- i the sammier, T s veal Festieal CAPE-
rience, with lecewres. back
1 ARC TONIrS, € lasses, music q
and dance,” This vear, thc
fesrival’s 715t che |i_|:h|
mirneh season opens with
i ceviews on | :-I'-r'.|.|r:l.' 17
amit] the fnal curtians doeso
descend until Cictolser 2o
{ndy far of the o phavs an
"‘.hJLL-FR.'il"."."-\-. (5ee Eape T
tor a tull schedule.)

:".-ll. ekt | ||||||;||'|. .||||_|I i

Aahland struck when |

sarmpled Che
o

+ Rollinss  Ruckinplbam and R ichard 11T revefed in

per Kiver salmon in  ecdl sohemes during e 200§ seaion,

rarragnm-scented hroche Charlene, hed
|||_'I-\.||_| |||_ ll.'-"| (NN 1i||| then balbw |ll|'|'_
Simmmy, were also Morchern Califormia
r|'|.l,||_-|_':_'\._ |'|.|l. |I'IH '|||.'.|'|l||||‘|-.'|| their ciele

biratesd bt Eaclomg pestaiaet i Booaille
TI.-_-.-. |aud r.,-.'rﬂrl:l' o nad Slew Sarmy ™
Cowrlioy Blatda sl it Is ol rovwm bm oA
renovared shark of a |||.||i||||:||:'; elat was
amce a gas station, Tisday it still has onky
six tables and o sign out front except For
s lilinkang arvow Versons wine cellar has
grown, however— o 18,000 bottles —od

the odds om sna

ng & lase-minute reser-

varion are only slighely heoter than on
woiruniigg Hhee Olpegonn lorrery

|..|||'I_-.' o lirele tman seemes to lave
acquired 4 glossy reputation as the “nexd
Mipa,” partly on the st mggth o its cuil
r||::-_| T i-'li:' .IFIII Wi Iarian
charm bt also dise to the
reccnt hoom in wine touring
i che surrounding Rogua
Vallew Oichier assets it
the wital downrtown plaza
;|11‘| (Rl |||'. -\.'|'| “‘.l!-l\.llll'_' rrails
in Ashlonds coown pewel,
Lithia Park. 3 grassy g93-acre
wondlind rhar seretches
along MAshland Creek ap
it the foothills of the
!‘1:'.kl:l-'llll owntatis. Char
Medirermnean climate with

Il:.ll1|'.I '\.IJI.III: :II\-\.l. ol SUITENIEES i"'\-
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Best cultural feast cucar

a hig drmw; too, But T peefer the belef, mild
winter and verdane springs, Snow piles up
ar Mount Ashland’s sk arew, and as spring
drws nuear, croouses anad Tiny snowdrops
appear in the valley. There's parking down-
tirwn, Ao waittng o takdes At rescourants,
andd “vulue season” prices for festivnl vick-
ets. The Rogue Valley Symphony and
Chregon Labarei [heacre keep us musi
cally entervained. And for eve camdy, we
have intriguing shops dowmrown andd
mere thon three dogoen ot galleres, dis-
play spaces, and working studios.
Aword of castion: A Few of the gal-
levies lean toward the cosmicownzmic
fwich paintings that fearare rainkows,

Plays to see in 2006

Far o Inharrmation, cadl (S41)
A82-4 33 or visit wwwosfashland.arg
ARGUS BOWHER THEATHE

Fah, 17-0cl. 29 The Wintor's Tale
by ‘William Shakespaare

Feb T9-0ct. 29 The ImodTance

of Being Cameast by Oscar Wide
Feb. 1E-July 9 The Diary of Anne
Franit by Framces Gooadrich and
Albert Hackett (newly adapted

by Wardy Kesselman)

ApE 18=0ct. 28 \nfimahe Apparel

by Lymn Mottacdio

July 26-0ict 28 Or el and Mir
Hyoe by Dinvid Eddgar (hased on the
nowel by Robert Lowss Stevensani
HEW THEATRE

Feb. 2%3=June 23 LF by Brickaet
Carpentear

Mar, 29=-0ct, 29 S Sfop by Willlam
Irge

Juby 4=0ct, 29 King Aohn by Wil
Shiskuspiare

ELIZTABETHAN STAGE/ALLEN WAV ILIGH
June &6-0ct. & The Mermy Wives of
Feindsor Bey Willkam Shaloes peare
Jdume 7=-Dct ¥ Cyano de Sergevac
' Edmond Rostand (transiated by
anthory Bunjess]

Jung B=0ct. 8 The Two Gentieman
of Verana by Wilkam Shakespasrs
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.|:r_l,r~5r:;|.]r,I amd dnlpl;l;in-', all in ape), Cithers
routinely keep me captive for an houe At
the Hanson Howard Gallery near che
plaza, tor example, | abaays dwell on
Margarer Garelngtons cvocative pastels
of local landscapes and the oddly gro-
tesyue clay Agurines of Vieginig arrist
Apgie Zed, whose minigture pnimal
headed lnsmans are 1!r1w|'|rlp;ht weird, In
the Railroad L¥iserict, a nasceni
gallery gheeeo along A Strect,
I've stopped at the Davis &
Cline Galleries vo gingerly (n-
spect a $180,000 optical glass
sculpture by Chostopher Rics
villed Meuwniain Flower amd a
spellbending io-peece set by Dale
Chihuly from his Persign series
that looks like vellow squash
blnssoms frozen in gliss,

"['rl lhf s I:hwEEt- :i:rl. a fesw
corrugared-steel building s A
and Pigeneer sereets, standd the Ganherfng
(Glass Srudio, where you can warch ghass
heing blown or rake lessons yourself,
Who knows? Mayhe you're the next
Chibualy At the Ashland Art Waorks coop-
erarive ar Clak and A streets, 1 artsses now
work anad dhsplay ther cermucs, paintings,

GREATGE Gifl

prwelry, scudprure, and proncs in bour ven-
erahls wooden I~1||||'|ingl,. thar wers maved
omto ehe sipe, Oak Soreer takoes vou back
1o the plaza and the hienrs of Ashlund for
bacwsing at the American Trails & Bese of
Chyegon, feataring Metive American ars
anyd crofrs, ond at the Weh-sters, special-
azang in wearable arv such as jewelry, dyed
silk, and handwoven cloching

Snow piles up at
Mount Ashland’s ski
area, and as spring
draws near, crocuses
and tiny snowdrops
appear in the valley.

" o regular ot Pilui, a restaurant in
the rear of the plaza’s renovaped Masondc
Lodge that feamres polyethnic vegetarizn
cuisine, mucrolarews, and & sanny seoond-
fnor hakeony overlnoking Ashland Creek
[rantown's best restaurant s Amiuse,
where co-chets Frik Hrowm and his wate,

New Sammy’s Cowbay Bistro bas fust six tabler —and a tight reservation fise.
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