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All dressed up

OREGON'S HISTORIC HOTELS
GET DOLLED UP FOR A NEW CENTURY

BY SUSAN G. HAUSER

Suddenly you see her. You are drawn to her, attracted by her ornamentation and
fresh makeup. Up close, it's obvious that the lady has a history. But her elegance
and strength of character set her apart from every other beauty on the block.

5o you walk into the lobby of one of Oregon's grande dame hotels to book a

room for the night.

In Astoria, Ashland, Condon and a handful of other Oregon towns, residents
have rescued landmark hotels from oblivion — or perhaps obliteration. Once
again, these restored grand ladies offer restful invitations to locals and visitors.

ASHLAND: WONDERFUL BONES

The Ashland Springs Hotel is hard to miss. The
ninme-story yellow bullding on Main Street is stll the
tallest building in this southern Oregon town. And
back im 1925 when It was built, the hotel had an
even larger claim to fame: It was the tallest building
betwieen Portland and San Francisco.

The hotel ook its original name — Lithia Springs

from Lithia water, the local mineral water that
tourists enjoved bathing in and drinking. In later
years, the hotel's name was changed to the Mark
Anthony in a nod to the Oregon Shakespeare Festival,
which was founded in 1935,

Becky MWeuman was new to town when she first
explored the hotel In 1990, A transplant from Santa
Barbara, Calif,, she was loaking for a place to celebrate
her wedding anniversary. By then, the hotel had fallen
on hard times. 1 went wp the rickety elevator and
went into shock,” Neuman remembers.

The Mark Anthony closed 1ts doors in Movember
1997. Eight months later, Becky and her husband,
Doug, bought the building, The Neumans were
experienced in restoring old houses but new to the
hospitality business, They considered the hotel a
larger, more challenging project,

Becky Meuman admits she had some doubts,
“This is beyvond my magic,” she recalls thinking on
that first wisit to the hotel. “But the bones were
wonderful, It had this character that wanted to be
born again.”

travel aregon

Kshland Springs: mine sterkes on
Maim Street, top lefiz the good
bones of a restored bedrsam,
top right: and 2 kebby decked
out with history,

The Neumans found in
spiration in local history.
Around the turn of the
20th century, Ashland
was & stop on the nation’s
Chautauqua lecture circuit. The old Chautaugua
building, where itinerant scholars spoke to large
crowds, was where the Shakespeare Festival's Eliza-
bethan Stage now stands.

Since the restored Ashland Springs Hotel opened
in December 2000, visitors entering the two-story
lobby step back into a place that suggests refinement.
Framed naturalists’ drawings and pressed leaves
lime the walls. Rows of books and glass cases full of
curiosities sit in the shade of potted palms, With
ceiling fans whirring above and a fire burning In the
massive fireplace, the surroundings invile conver-
sation about the world and its wonders

The 70 puestrooms are decorated in elegant
European style, But the height of elegance is the
Sunday afternoon tea served on the mezzanine,
Course after course of mini-sandwiches, scones
and Devonshire cream, pastries, fruit and cheese
are served on Spode plates, which a guest might
follow with a glass of dry sack sherry or a raspberry
cordial.

Azirland Sprirgs Hotel 212 E Main 5, Asfland. Sares
From E73-5064. Call 541-488-1 700 or 800-325-4000,
ar wisit wwwashlandspringshatel.com,
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IF YOU &0...

ASTORLA

FLAVEL HOLSE MUSELM Located just a short walk
fram the Hobed Blat, the Dissen Anne-stdle home of
Copl, Gearpe Havol offors a glimpse infe the life of
Asionia’s st milllersdm, Ooen caly 10 am, to 5 pom.
Agdmission: 5, adulis; B, serdors: 32, kids Gar;

Ire for kids 5 and undee 441 Bh 53, Astona Call
Si3-335-2 707, ar W6l mrlnhn;:hl:tnnc:lm:lul‘r.nr_g.

ASTORIA COLUMN The view 15 warth the dieth up
thw = court ‘o = 164 seps. Don't miss the mural
depleting the taww's bistary that spimls up the cetside
wabs, Fmm Marine Orivn, head up Coxcomb HE by
crlving sough on a6th Sireed, lmavel west an |erame
Bprw for one bock, and then e south on 1580 Stee
and continue fo Comeomb Orive. Call soz-Bdi1o71 ar
wisd weawoldorgon.oom,

ASHLAND

DREGON SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL The Bard and mopoe:
The Famed feckival now offiers 31 plays in epetory
from Febnsey 10 Mowember, Tickets: 320758472
throgh Lne B; $rgdeg In summern with a 25% dsooont
for ages & o 47 T arder tickets, call s41-482-4331.
or uisil wescastashlantong.

LITHIA PARK Estnblished in 1goll, this gy-ace gy
jpark includes a fapaneds gaoden, [#anis couns, plag-
ground and duck ponds. Visitnrs aflending Ashlend's
Chastauqua leciures often camped hee. Far informa-
tion, vislk s ashlandchambercam.

COMDON

A paradie il Tehes and honkes of des, ek and Tossis
It's glsa the unlikely Incatan of the only Powsdl's Bosoks.
share autcile of Porland and Chicago — three hok-

shyidves In 4 voimer of the Lo’ vasiely stare. Cousiry
Flowers, 231 5 Man 5L, Condon. Call §43-384-4130,

DREGON"S OTHER GRANDE DAMES

GEISER GRAND Thiz 30-Foom thma-story hioted was
bwiift in 18He andd handzamely mestamd in o7,
romplete with a stairedd-glass celling. go6 Maln 5t
Baigr Citw, Call 541-523-sH89 or S86-034-7370, o
Visil #ww Eelsemgrand.com

HISTORIC UNIDR BOTEL Fhe thwee-skarg batel was
Pwdify i 2024, and 8 mooe-beg-roam restoration began
I 1age. The 1 rdoms have Individual thames, 306 N,
faim SL. Union, Cal s41-562-6114 ar 38E-441-BazR,
of wisi wawthewnionhiobel.orm,

SHARIHG HOTEL The bai-s1eey Gck hotel was Bullt
in o, restanad dn 1gEs, and then, In 2000, relur-
hished irto a bed-and-brestfasd, Shaniks i consid-
ered a ghost town, although real peopde answer the
phone. Call s41-289-3441 or Soo-gB3-3441, or visi
s shanlkoocom B

ED travel oregon

ASTORIA: WOMODERFUL BEDS
Despite the peeling palnt, the
“Wonderful Beds® sign on the
nesrth wiakl of the ald Hotel Elliot
in this historic sea town was a
wonderful boast, a reminder of
the last time Astoria’s downtown
underwent a revival

Like other locals, developer
Chester Trabuceo had passed
the distinctive sign for years. The old hotel had
fallen into disrepair and was used for low-income
housing. The building was an eyesare. The peeling
paint detracted from the beauty of one of Trabucoo’s
community projects, the newly restored 1925 Liberty
Theater located just across Lhe street,

Trabuceo got fired up, He marched into the hotel
and asked the owner to freshen up the paint. The
owner had a better idea: Buy the building, he told
Trabucco. Then you can paint whatever you want

Done and done. n 2000, Trabucoo's campany, Mo,
Ten Sixth Street Ltd., bought the building, relocated
its current residents and began digging into history

The Hotel Elliott opened in 1924 during a flurry
of rebuilding, Trabucco learned, two years after the
town's commercial district had been destroyed by
fire. The hotel, built in Craftsman style, was namead
after lohn Elliott, the Portland hotelier who operat
ed it for the first 10 years.

Trabucco takes obvious pride in the details of the
2ih-year, %4 million restoration. The developer
hired local artists and
craftsmen for the wood,

Tastarts
stome and tile work. L
Even the reading lamps Purtiusd 4
on bedside tahles are | e
wirks of art, handblown |
glass that appears gold
but turms iridescent red I

when lluminated, locally : -
made by Gearhart artist
Johm Cook,

Hathrooms are ouwtfitted with top-of the-line
Fiwtures, including jetted tubs and heated limae
atane floors. Closets are lined with cedar. But re
minders of the hotel's ronfs are cloze at hand —
each room has s original door and transom.,

The beds? They're dressed with goose-down
pillows, 440-count Egvplian cotton sheets, and
custom-made burgundy duver covers, And so the
Hotel Elliott’s Freshly painted “Wonderful Beds”
sign once again truthfully broadeasts its invitation
to weary travelers,

Horel Efsorr 357 120h 50, Astorks. Bates §105-8650 Can
EOF-325-222 ov RFF-ITER-1924, oo wisht wen oreledlicdi.com,
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Loblby im the newly rennosated
Hudsl ENGoLL, bop righd; local
art groces e walls i thie sulte’s
living raaen
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CONDON: WONDERFUL FOOD

In this tiny town of 850 people in the heari of

wheat country, the Hotel Condon has become the
place 1o celebrale special oocasions in north central
Oregon Folks come from miles around o dine &t
the restaurant and spend the night,

Built iry 1920, the hotel fell on hard times afrer World
War 1. changing hands 17 rimes. For a time, the mn
down building was wsed as an arcade, o pizea jolni
and a bar, untll 11 was finally closed in the early L990s,

Fhe building sat there, lonely and vacant, until
Condon attorney Marion Weatherford made it his
misslon o save the landmark. By 1999, residents
and friends had ralsed more than 600,000, enough
tor Launch a facelil,

The hotel's gramnd reopening was
celebrared In Movember 2000, at
thve completion of the 51,4 million
restoration, which ook the skiils
al A0k local craltsmen

A Dblue Art Deco-style neon
slgn heckons from the thi EE-RTOTY ADO-A7 5~ GA0T

call or click

Far informativn combacl

Actosig/Wsrrenton Ares
Chamber of Commence

A wean glgn lighes ap vawa,
while a puest lounges im the
mgnairn hadily,

lowtop mattresses, are
furnizhed simply.

In comirasy, the restag
ramt 5 lavishly decorated, with & juniper-buming fird
place, stained-glass windows, antiqgue chandeliers and
white linen covered tables. The chef, Monty Colby,
prepares what he calls “high desert cuisine” to the
acclaim of the long-distance diners

{m nne stormy evening, four women came in out al
the rain, shook off their umbrellas and sat down (o
start off their evening with a glass of wine, They had
driven from Heppner, they announced. The repuiation
of the chef had spread to their hometown, and atier a
d0-mile drive, they were ready o
a greal meal

[he next morning, & mother
and her %9-year-oid daughter, a
budding palecntologist, enjoyod
@ continental breakfast next ko the
fireplace in the atrium loungy
ey had driven from Hermiston,

brick masonry bullding locaned witivaalilregn about A0 miles away. Tor the
on Condon's Main Streel. High daunghter's sake, they would visit
windows bathe the lobby with Achland Chamber of Commence the nearly John Day Fossil Beds.

B4 _AEI-J4HR

natural light, showing of | a front
desk buill from salvaged Douglas
fir, @l the original banister, which
still leads up the stairs to the gues
rooms on the top two Hoors.

Wakie iy

541-334-77177

el landchgmbe

Corsclon Chasnber of Commerce

But fiest, as an exira special treat
for bath and davghrer,
they would stay at the nicest place
[or milles and miles, the Hotel
o ol oy

T it hes

Cuest rooms four suites and
18 with private baths — encircle an
attium and second-floor lounge.
The rooms, with custom-made pil-

EJ travel oregon
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Far mare Information, tdrn ta
'P"_a.-'u'-*u_| Your Trip,” page 75

Haoted Comdan 502 South Main 4.,
Carndovn, Rares $EETES Call 54 7- 384
S o B A Sha U, or v

wivw hotelcondos.com, |

W
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