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Stage
strategies

These doys there's o lot
et theater in Askiorsd
tham the Oeegon Fhoke-
spemore Fegtivol. And there'y
o lot more ba the festival
fhor past Shoksspeare, Hows
do o mo ke the most of
vour Ashlond shay?

W Persamaliig wout Festiveal
experlenee. Depending on
thez manth, O5F puts on four
fa riee clossic ond confemn-
porary phays for you to
ehwns i amorg. Thiy'se
wtoged in theee very diffes
il eamiies — ik cualdoor

|, 190 st Bl bathom
Shage'Sles Pasilion (open
mrid-Jum 1o Ok B, iha
indoce 801 seat Angus
Beoeeimesr Thoatie, and the
Indoce MHew Theatee, seating
270 vo 360, Treot yourself
ta af leost one ploy In each
sfting.

B Think Hming. Tickess omd
lodging ore cheapser in
spatig and late Fall. I oy
case, get bckets oz eardy oz
possibbe for best seots

B Desan't e o Femied of DAL
Swre, Shakespeare’s lan-
gage b ardhaic, but the
stoatas are timeless. Oecer
this yiear's copy of [Bamings
v (511 pivs postoge)
From tha Fasbival bon office
fsoe “Tourlng Ashband
g 3F). Tha doop back
greand tha guide provides
tor soch ploy is essential
riading lor Shalespecrs
oy e,

W Branch ous, Prodesticn
at Orugon Cabarel Theakre
il Oregon Sbuge 'Worlks

will adld Fa yenir exjHries.

W Making it a2 lang week-
i ¥ Rsmsaewhir thot $ha
Ciregon Shokespaors Festi-
vl offery plioys every doy
excep! Mondoy, but other
comparies stoge ploys then
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ag (o pee somee plays, 1 koo this
soinda corny,” she savs from her sun
colored nook of an office overlooking
Litkin Park, “buc it chongred my life,
I6s see and hear the language-=ii was
just ransinrming”

lisfiry Harry is producton stage
munager of the Chregon Shakespears
Festivid, the most Bomous of Ashland’s
growang rosier of theater companics

Ashinnd does seem to hiave the povwer
to chumge people’s lves, Bat the town,
i1, has changed, Mot 5o ong amo, it
waa a quaint-hip college towi.

Tiaday it's leas quamst and more
glamrous. Some 120,000 people come
licre every year specifically (o aoend
plavs, Dieswnicmwn holds 30 art gal-
levies. And Ashland rescaurante like
Aanuse picpee e atkention of Food cri
s nstonwae

“Aahlaiud used o have dhas rusde
feel tin 31" Barry remimsees, <1 don’
theink arvpome wonld call §t reste any-
e,

Caobaret in church

It's tlve Ohrezon Shakespenre Featival -
whisch celebrates s 7th birthday this
vear with productions of Shakespeare
and Augost Wilson, among others

when she fivst visited Ashland 31 years
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thiat paat Ashland on the TG Bat one
S o the mew Ashland s that theater
options now extend beyond OSE
Divawn by the town's rep, other actors
and crews perform m small venues
around town. Ui alumm stare new
projects on their own. As a resule,
upstart theater companies have
browght in an even greater richness—
amd wear-round performance opporhe-
nities, Oregon Cabaret Theatre stages
musicals, revies, and comedies in a
nightclub-sryle theater crafted from a
former Bapaist chorch, Founded
2002, Dregon Stage Works has its
home in the reviving Railroad Diswrict;
it focuses on works by American
playwrights,

Suill, for all the newlownd sophis-
cation, it's not bard v fod places
where the earlier character shines
throarh, Ashland's lthiwee-infused
sprimgwaters were prized by Natve
Americans amd, Laver, white vacation-
ers fur their purported medicinal quali
ties: The sulphuric water stll bubbles
out of a [ounain in the wwn's ceniral
square, Lithia Plaza, Nearby, the Lithia
Artisans Marker, open weekends
through Ooober, preserves Ashland’s
coumteraulture apivit with vendors sell-
iy art, clothing, jewelry, and items for
the hoine,

It's the mix of old and mew, home
spun and sophisticated, that makes the
place work—bor residents and visitors
e, “T lowe living here)” savs Jim Gian
carler, who first came 1o Ashland 1o
dance at the Shakespeare festival, then
lefi: the Festival o help Bunch Cregon
Cabaret Theate. “T feel safe, anhas-
slecl. Tt has all the charm and ease of a
small eown, but ie's much more sophis-
Heated than other small towns”

Meamwhile, back at the O8F oourt-
vard, the Terra Mova Comsort and
Diance Kalewdosoope are wrapping up
the night’s Green Show, It's time for
Tevelfth Naght or Koo Servive, or maybe
tine 1o head over to see cabaret and,
later, mingle with actors offstage at
Martno’s Lounge. There are alimnst
b FoaTy ways 1o have a great night
Pt that's Ashland. &
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Touring
Ashland

Ashlard i aff Intersrare 5
abeut 14 mibes southeoat of
Pectbard. Far more informa-
Han, cantact the Adhland
Chambir of Commmaros
[wrwer. crtaancefaan Bar. covi
or 541 482 2484).

Thoater

Dvreges Cabarat Thueatma.
Mugicals, revoes, oned
comadiey are shaged in o
mighthelub-ghple theafer, This
foll: Fve Cowre Love

{Gap 14-Mov &), Santaland
Diorizs (MWoe [&-Des 21;
bt phays from $17), Frst
and Haorgodine Streels; wee
oregumcrtenatcnm ar 347
d58- 390G,

Cregon Shakespoare
Frgtival. The Tany
Aoward-winrirg hestieal is
one of tha cldest ond langest
professional regineg] repsr-
tory theater companigs in
the LLS,; ity owrtdoar stage i
the gldess axisting hull-geals
Elizabathan vhage in tha
‘Western Hemisphers, Fall's
linsup ircludes Rictsans IV
(through Oct 200, Ma Fm-
neay's Biock Borinm (through
Ot 30|, and Raam Sarvice
{fwough Oct 25, all three
pioys fromy §27),15 5, Pio-
meer 5t wwwasforhlond ong
or SdT/482-4331.

Dwegen Shoge Works. Con-
cendrafes on comtemrparary
Arnerican playwrights,
Arnong the ploys this fall
and winter: Copenfiegen
Sep 15-Oct 9) and Ebenez-
er, Who? (Nov 25<Jon 1;
bt ployvs from $171 4
Sireet Morkeiploce, 185 A
B www e porsloge
works. vy or 541 /482- 2354,
Shopping

Lithin #irtisans Markit. 108
agt, 11-3 S, thraugh Ot
Calle Guenaikiote Wy,
perass fram Lithia Park;
54T /B55-T187,

Fit. Ashland Inn

Dining

Amien. Locally Pﬂ!ﬂturid
Fosuds, slegesily prepared
arnd served im e bite-size
sparit of the Fremch eanuses
Boiche, $35; diwoer Tue=
Sum. 15 M. Frst 58 541/
4282000,

Chodeaulin Restaurasi. Inkl-
et Francl restaurad e
lzriy been o locol favesite
far belare- o alier-rthearer
dirireg or drinks. 3355, din-
rar denfye S0 E. Malks 5t.;
LENRFS e

Muocaronis Risleranbe &
Mortins's Loumgs. Festial
cadt andl erdw afben gother
at Martine's Lounge—
wpBairs Fram the restou-
rant, which i right of the
testivnl nnurrr'nrd—rﬂr
light lrte-right miali ard
drinks, 5§ lunch and dicees
daily. 58 £ Memin; 547 ,488.
A4,

Geezsd microhrews orl pub
food, §%; lunch ond dinnar
dmfe 107 Oak 52,7 547 952-
T4,

Lodging

Askilond Springs Hobel, The
T guest rooms In this
regtored lardmark hotal
Fave a 19204 eleganoe with

A rEgLid e Podemn amend

tiws, Trem dato poats fo
mini Frdﬁﬂ Froum §109.

212 E. Moin; wwreoehlond
springshoted. com or BBE/
Toh-4545

Coustry Willows Bed &
Ereakfast Inn. Thix comfart-
obde courdry home otfers
rural resthulress, o well as
a swimening pocd and hot
fubs, barely 10 minutes from
fhe theaters downtown, §
rooms, J suttes, and | ooé-
toge from 5115, 1313 Cloy
S.; www, oounfrywiossinm,
com, BOOVRES-589T, or S4T/
dfE- 1590,

Mn. Ashlond Inn. & woodsy
redreat in the mountains
about 25 minutes south of
dowribown dahilond. 5 suites
Froum $160 e braokfon
dciuded). 550 M. Ashiond
Ral; www mtashionofnn cons,
AOATLETIT, or 541 /dE2-
&raz.

T Poeriess Fotel and
Restawrant. High ceilings
and antigui furnishings lered
wirtege charm ta 4 resens
and 2 sues in itk o fy
rustared hedal in the histeric
Railraad Detrick. Freem
£143, 243 Fourdh 5 wasw,
peerleryrartocersd. cam, SO0V
A60-TSE, or 541/488-1082.
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