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B profile | ashland springs hotel

Ashland Springs Hotel Reflects
Enlightenment Era of the mid-1920s

Fl.'lj:‘m-mg an tneredible transfomation that wes noted
in Archuteciural Digest, the Ashlond Springs Hotgl in
downtown Ashlond has tarned from e fading E;'I:I!"-.‘ (1=
Become an opileni Eurmpenn-stvle hn11hr||.:|r: heatel, inly
afe  bleclk fram COregon Sholkespeare Festival, the
makeover has alsn helped (o promote the Tl-mom hivtel
as @ otnference center and wedding mecca; with s netu-
ral Bght ballrmom and adippining English pardens that fea-
re o courtyard, gazebo, ountan and ald f-'.lnE_!i'g'h TOHEEs

When owners Doug ol Beclop Neuman n_pprl:.:ar_l:;c-d
Ban Froncmeo  Interior Designers: Candra Scott and
Fichard Andeison wath ideas for a8 holel reonovation, the
Ashland couple was hopefal  thet  the -.l.lr_-IJ-rn_-lg'|1|_-:' bl
design leam could complement their vision, And afoer
which included Portland's
and with only a few words from Candra,
the Meumans were persuaded 0 commission the West
Const designers of Candres Scott and Anderson (o under
tulee the Asghland Springs Hotel project. “Whenever we
restore o building, our geal is to tell its story® Candea
stated shortly after mecting the couple who had g
ohased Ashland, Orepon's, historic Mark Antooy Halel,

Telling the hotel's story was at the heart of ihe
Neumans' plan when they purchased the 75-year-ubd

reviewling ther portiolio
Governor Hotel
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Ashland icom tn 1998, At that time, the hotel had been
cliesed for aboat eight montha Avcording to Becky, Doug
had always considered the property to be a prime plecs of
real estate snd had promised to buay the kabel of i was ever
for sale, Onee they purchssed it the Newmans gquickdy
went to work with plans to restore He purpose snd e
open with & freah energy eod surprising iterior desion

A designer at heart, Beclky lmew tust she would par
ticipate in the renovation concept and process, but thail
the magnitude and historfe nature of the project reguived
the highest level of competency sed creativity. And
thovph the Neumans intervlewed many talested desion
era parly on, none quite gresped the heart cnd soul of the
praject with the sime level of understanding and enthy
glaam ae the Ban Franctsco team "Everyvone we talleed to
had pood idess and proved they could do a beautiful job
bt '|:|'|-':}' were: & It oo prediciable. T didn't wont just &
pretty hotel, | woanited the degign o tell o grest story and
o refiect the fmatory of Oregon,”

2o with Candro and Richard I--fl,di_rL;l_I the -1ﬁx'i§"
process, the myestigation -u:-.g.:m O, aa the rl.‘-.::g;ru'-r:a put
it, “Ihe archeology dig” got underway. What story weotld
the TS-room structure tell, and how would the designers
express it with color, farnitore and accessorles?
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What was happening in 1925 when the Lithes Sprmgs Coandra and Richasd designed each Toon |'|r|i1"|i1u-.ll:-,-',
Haotel was originally buitt and how did the strocture fit bringing in =clectic collectione from |l.|.||||:- wrv]l oither
Inee the culiural ambdence of the early 900z arcas of the world, They used specific colo' sehemes and

With the help of historan George Eramer, newspaper herhs, [lora, seashells and other nabieal elements
arvhives and the Bouthern Oregon Historical Bociety, the througlast o complete the basement-to parapet renovm
dig' turmed up many fascinating ttan and (o display the easy elegance

facts about Ashland and the soar-
rounding EBreas 0 Lhe  19Els,

of tnday's Ashiand Springs Hotel
The beautifully restored land-
mark hotel i Hated oo the Nativnal
Replster of Hisworde Flaces sand 1= @
member of the Historle Hotels o
Arrierlie.  Even 56, the Ashland

Howeyer, wo Hasin leatures
mppeared o have the bigeest Impact
o the region durning that period

For one, peopls had discovered
the curstive waters of Lithla Springs
antd were RITiY ITE T BNl D exXpetl-

Springs Fotel {entures modemn
amenitics and n1|rr-.l:|:|:ru",l_|'-_f-, et
services, 1t combines the charm of a
bed Bnd brealdast, the fendliness
aof a amall [nn, the foel of a spa resort
il the safery and convenEnce of o

ence patural bealing,  Secoodly,
Lithia Park had becoms & center ol
Imsplration and enlightenment as
Lrmveling lecturers, musicians, ot
door enthusiasts, smnegelists &and hatel.
athers would arrive in toem for & few
days or longer. In those daye; audi-
ences would ait in chairs that had
been set up under the canvas and
wood Chantaagqua  beehive-like

"Each room 18 liloe ils own chap
ter thet becoxmes port of the main
atory,” says Hecloy, “It's been o great
adventure mmd we aGre I'.:_:||:|!:|1.' i
ghare it with visitors from arcumed

done. Also. the strearmn banks were the weorld.”

It with campers who were =nger To complement the Europesn-

to hesr new information, ideas and boutigue inn, Beclky desigmed and

Thams] oo aopensd Larke - Home Kitchen Culsine within the hotel. 1os
Inspired by the enlightecoment e, Candre and menil (eatures farm-to-tabbe camifort food preparsid by

Richard created a naturalist concepr for the Ashinnd Executive Chef Demon Jones. i

Springs Hotel that would reflect the mualtdplicity of the

L%25%s in Ashland. Using the same pazsion for the preaoe- For morg (rforralion oF [oomake resergatons, il

vation of historcal architecture and fair for the desmatie, Ll sflaid springstiotal com ar oall T-888- 7954545
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