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The owners of
Ashlands grandest
landmark admit that their
hotel has weathered a
torrent of difficulties,

But rather than cover up the
nearly Bl-vear history of the
Ashland Springs Hotel (s latest
name andd incarnations, Doug and
Becky Neuman have glorified it

“We just wanted to go right backto

the past,” said owner Becky Neuman,

Upon purchasing the hotel, the
Neumans were enchanted by the its
sturdy yet elegant construction,
particularly the spacious lobby
where light pours through original
stained glass windows “like melted
bulier"
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everending

18 wis all right there. .. 1t was just kdnd of
arpimg mat b be beaed aginin,” Neaman said

The Litlia Springs Fetel — alan ealled Hae
Lithia Hotel —was budll in 1925, o vedr baforo
the phssenger rdlrmad changed its route to go
through Elamath Falks v benger stop)aleg in
fshilamd, Tho Great Dipgeression hite fow years
|later

Agthe hotel chasged Bnvds, e bkl g went
through various remodeling pheses aecording o
iecaratingtrends af the dog,

The 1980k ushiered nmodern Idoelors,
inelhwding fower eeilings that masked ornately
carved bedins eheap carpeling eovering mmrbbe
mspsaie foorz ond Formdes and chromse that
replaced arigingl fomashings

I 1060, tee LALhLG S prings bescoane the Mok
Aartony with a Tudor e to nuleror Ue
grevwing poplarity of the Oregon Shakespearns

story

Paativil, The hoted was agaln refurblshied, and &
swimming poal was banlt, Buf guests gradund iy
dleelined in mumber as mote ks eranse pogualar
bourst lodging

By dlpe 1P, thie “Murk™ had o roputation asa
Hophionase of chessp roms and apartments when
Rarsten Arriens purchased it and undernook a
masskve rendvation.

The five-vear project, which removed false
cellings and Lrought the sireciue inlo
J_-'lmggaimwe with fire codes bankmapted Arriens
im 10
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Ashlzmd Springs’
owners, Doug and

Becky Neuman, sought to
furnish the 1925 hotel —
purchased in 19698 —with a
turn-of-the-century
elegance

The former Lithia Springs
Hotel opened before the
conception of the Oregon
Shakespeare Festival, when
Ashland’s main attractions
were mineral water cures
and Chataugua lectures, a
popular educational
movement.

Ashliand wasthen a
destination to nourish the
mind, body and spirit,
according to Becky
Neuman Travelers of the
age also were avid

rollectors of Nora and
fauna, she said.

Designers installed curio
cabinets filled with stuffed
hirds, seashells and plant
specimens inthe hotiel
loblby to reflect the era’s
emerging consciousness of
naturalism. Visitors are
intrigued by these
“collections of curious
things,” Neuman said

Retaining the hotel's roots
has contributed to its
success where the former
Mark Antony with its
Shakespearcan theme
failed, the Neumans said.
ainee 1is reincarnation as
the Ashland Sprigs, the
hotel has been featured in
design magazines, including
Architectural Digest,
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With a multitudo of windows facing varkoes diroctions, avaBabde ight — beth natwral and alectric — helps dramatioe the effects of the pedod Interior design
at thi Ashlani Springs Hotal. Dwner Bechy Neumon says that daylight can poar into the lobby (shown n both photos above) “llke malfbed batter,"
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Toevoke the tuem of

the century’s emerging
naturalism, designers
installed curio cabinets
filled with stuffed birds,
seashells and plant
specimens. These
“collections of curious
things” give the Ashland
Springs” lobby a visual

interest lacking in
many modern hotels.
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The “Mark" contineed to operate
et varbeus owmners and nannmgers,
o even pdliEr several remondels was
weet in dire noesd ol mnjor renoeation
Adthowgh the bullding was fumished
wilh ant e, e plasier was pesling
sl Dhe eesdDineis leaked, sadcd Sandea
Slattery, exeotive dirpetor nf the
Azhiand Chumber of Commeree.

Wi Lisrw mais] buaye fell Dhol e
shinbiry obel ones again conld b
Besgutifud (onky the right person
watilid Fx i up, she added.

Hrdding n persomnl fondness for the
cld hotel deselopes Doug N eaman
wid daglurbed 1 porumor had e
imee-prand lmmdmarkmight cnd its
days msa robireneml ome. He sold
cithier e slng Raggue Yalley
propertiosto by the “Mark” af a
hankrapbey gsction in T,
chirigtening i the Aahiland Springs

Hibed, The MNeedmizng akso punchage:d
il himorie resort at Lake of the
Waockls, Botli purchises eame afler
Dmg Memman's scaree of investmef
copital deslared hankruptcy foeclng
frnan] charses.

Where the Mark Antog’s
Slukespearean thene Eiled, the
Menmans said they have sueeesdai
v kit e oled's rools and
carrying out 3 complebe renovation,
whileh astet ol o yewrs al the
cost ol approximete - S10rmillion.

SO0 beaia Juist i sooddeseg,” sl
Haeky Mesmman.

Wihake Doisg Memmnnn s work cnews
strippend the hiotel £oits hare bonos,
lia wifie get about furiishlbog the hotel
with nturm-of-the-cenhry elegance
harkemning bhack to the popularity of
imineral water cures and Chataugua
lesiures

U Ashilomadwans sort of @ mind, iy

il destbmnbbon,” Becky Nelinan
Eaudl
Toewalie the &fn's efmermlie

mnturnli=m, destgners installed curin
enlrimets Bkled wills shelfead bimds,
seanbialls ad plont spocimons. Thesa
“pollections ol eurious things" give
the: Ashlmd Springs” lobiby @ visunl
imterest eking o meny moderm
T, Beabiin saisd

Framed vintage Hogue Valley
pusteards desormtel wilh prossed
Mowers sdom the halls and, eoch of
e hioted's TO pries romims loss il
thizme from Frime s bk lors.
Apricol melon and other freab ool
lend & spo fealing to the interior,
wrEing guests W el

Rilling the Ashiand Springs a= an
avessible nasds is o Wiy manhger
Mary Arnstad hopes to attract more
1wl pesialenis o D laotel s ol
sensmn The holel akso has gemered

tinbe Chiessls wikh halladay frromstions,
o dirye puicknges mil commntty
prartnerslidpem, gle sabd. 1in e
sefiemne this year, the higel will
guipport the Ashiinml Indepencd e
[Fikm Festival with a portion of
proeeeds Fram el podam reailed s
festivnl-grers, Armstad said.

B eviind dF mastise Saciblace
Crreganinns never spenid & night in the
fited, the Neamans gae the Foghee
Vilkey back nne of s maest beloved
Inekimanrio

“SChearly, it o ahiowplioes of our
dlerwntonsn, el o the cormmuniiy
can b prowd o, Slattery sald

“Iwwanderful o do ssmething
Lthat’a conmectod Lo some grander
seheme," Bocky Motman =aid

“It's part of the Askinnd dieanm ©
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Now three stores serving you In
Jackson County. We need your
donations. The Salvation Army
needs your usable appliances,

Thuuull hlml-'-'naw'lnliullaI fot iks work & Chisstmas and &5 Thet
Caores, Tha Sabeation Army is sways besy warking in this
ommunsty avesy day of ta year, Restoestion and falguure mafion of
Fiafian lives s the goal of The Sabagion &m -al tFwrch and sheltar,
family senios oflice and aftor school clib, Peapls 28 our dally
focus, and the love of God & oo dadly bread

Thrift Storas:
Sabamtion Arrry Thirilt Siores prostde reasonably priced household and elathing

ftams that heneld the puilic, and provide fimancial Support to e Ary's pro-
grama,

furniture, household & clothing
(tems. For donation pick-up,
call 773-7335.

MEDFORD LOCATION | PHOENIX LOCATION
022 N, Contral Ave. 4149 5. Pacilic HHT [

773-7335 | 5120224

WHITE CITY LOCATION
2400 Antelope Road

826-2928

The Thirlfl Stores atsd provide a place for peapbe to ailld [#e skl theoisgh
wopaliana training, The Thritt Stores and warehowss are also excellent places
for vplumeers and Arity prsgram paicipants o keern basic work ethso whils
Hulping olhars.




