FONMNECYE snsseriercrereedlUTOerIT-DIGL]T
¥ L OHP 0% 12317006 3hR4A5

"Illlrillllll'rlllII”II“II'HIIIIIIIIlI ljlllllll ”ll"”"l

a7

March,/April 2006

i
-




[ o

=

Juic

scapes

L]
" R T T
e
o '
e .

-

= '_.:_"h-"l' n .'{:'h’- 1T

i=r

——

W, o

-

RIVER PLAYS: Oregon’s Rogue River offess fickeds to evenghing from blsshl float rlps o wave-tossed advenaline roshes,

Ashland’s Curtain Call

The home of the Oregon Shakespeare Festival stages natural drama

By Paul Hocgins

hen normal people find
themselves in a dine shoa-
lion—aay, siuck on o roeck
in a rging river ina kayak
that's guickly filling with walcr—thay
cithier pamc or take bold action, Bul whean
a thealer critic iy |:l|u-_'E|J inn fhe game cir
currsinnoes, this is his fiess thought Wedll,
1w fivacily meetiong o fove vt conndle
detord and directorr have wiskhed,
eesunied, aid parcrved for
Serves mre right, | mssed, & 1 pon
dered my predicament on the Hogue
Rliver in Oregon one hot Augo alie
nooan, My wite, Annc. and our brusty
guidke, Miceo, wene gidckly receding imbo
the dhistanee on the I1|}__l. sifie rubber mdt
My decisiom to po for the frisson of the
kityak was seeming more amd more fike
it baclily musenntched bt of casting: nerdy
wriler g5 Tugped ouldoorsman.
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HISTORIC SETS: Ashiland's downitonem
Irames the history and hemage of the
souflrwestem Oregon coammiumity,

Fortunalely, 1 followed Micoo's
showed directions, wriggling my hips
sl fro pod flmabing madly with the pad-
die. My kayak fGnally freed el bur the
process was as show, as clumsy, and &=
painful oy w comarmity college prodoe-
teom o Dveath of @ Salesmn.

Thentergning is the principal eason
i trovel bo Ashland, Ovegon, The pic-
funssgue fon, mesthed inothe Bogue River
Valley just |4 miles porth of the Cali-
fornia bordér. is the home of the
Orepon Shakespeurs Festival, one of the
et i biggest prodfessional noopeodi
theater comipanies in the cowmry, Dur-
ing o nine-month season of 11 plays by
Shabespesare amd olwers, the Testival [T
il e iz TR rerlirmances, which
drawe somme F200000 theter lovers

A2 e theater cobe Tor the Cmange
Cownary Reppaver, Ui aseribed the festival
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DPENING SCENE: actors at Ashland's Oregon Shakespeare Festval perfomm cutdaors on
the Elizabethan Stage, one of the oomplex's three thealers.

miuny times; During this irip last Au-
gusi, | comght Shakespeare's Lave's
Lapfapers Losr. Christopher Muarfowe's
durk wnd seldom-performed The Thag
et History of Dovioe Fais, anid Oc-
[awaiy Salmw’y proviocotive new !|I;|:,.,
{ endmrpilicr
thezter. Bul once o theoter boll hae se=n
af i or three—whot then?

O conrse, Asdilanders lawve been cop-

a play

Imgz with thet Farmbiar wonst query since
the Shokespenry Festival begom in 1935
e |:Hl||||.|:||1|'. ul the surronmding
valley and halls predates the festival hy
dieiy deciules, This comer ol Chregon,

e Medibermaneon thon soegy Paciic

three enpoyahle evenings of

Morthwest, has advertised sell as s
distisctive dest natisn ever stnee the
waning of the gold fever that swepl the
region beginming i 1852, e laly ol
Oireron!™ proclaimed Mees Shore miaas
wine in 1883, S o this wrip, in betw sen
plirvs, we decided 1o sample soome of the
region’s nonteatmenl sl

W began our visit ar Uhe Ashilond
Springs Hotel In ihe besst of mwacie Bl o
1925 us the Lithia Hotel, a5 paowhese tme
coild sample the: minera-mels witers of
Lithin Springs. the crenm-codoped pine-
story an deco dowuser remains tee mlles
buibifing in Ashland. 18 adincent 10 ihe
Shakespeare Pestival’s coanpbes, which

Ashland's Perennial Productions

What Food These Morsels Be

Chateaulin: Locals and theatengoes aee ceawn 10 this lindmark's
b=lie apoque dning oom by the oldsches Frends menu i loaded
with classics siich a3 ESCANMOY, Pl A Gepes, akong with some
comtemporny dishes that feamrs fiesh kcal foods such a5 pan-s2ared
sagenn, fareas: F19-521, (541 482354

Peerless: With an empliasis o0 esh egiond npedients, e menu
features dshes such & haibat topped weth iy breast-of cuail- swory
CENTI-C]LANA cheesacaka and & i of sorbete with unorthodos et
rrermcratle flavnrs, Balebes: 822332, (541) 489-5067

Ashland Bakery Cafd; Diners can did into stacks of whole gran
biuebeamy pancakes, thek alabs of loeally smcked Canadien bamn
ancl bescutts betles than Mom rade, Enfribes: §5=513

=41 ) SH2-211F

30 Travel

Good Night,
Ashland Springs Hotel: Mary of the moms i s an
decn budding henes swazeping iy of thie vl The
hetel i located nesd (o ihe festival prounds, Rafes

§ 1208209 n surmemies, (5491} d8E- 1700

inclubes thee Elizaberhan Siage, Angus
Bowwmer Thl’.".hh'l:, aind H':-.:l.h"nh.'illl'l.'_

W skudied tounst brochures as we
enjoyed sorme of Orepon's vitieulnml
Booaty at the holel’s coolly elegant
restaumam, Larks Home Kachen Coisine
A pliss ol King Fesde pinot pris clor-
Fred ouar plams For the neat few dayvs
[nspired by our Ludks experence i sam-
ple loval wineries, we decided o spend
our st iy exploreg the coontrysade,

We hepan ol the Eogee Creamery in
Centrnl Poanl, the pertect place (o stick
thet piomic basket. Swcilion cheesemaoker
liwmn Welln foumnded the crcomieny in 1935
He and fus soms were amaong the first B
bring the secnels ol Ewropean ortisianal
Chesse fo the Linited States.

The crepmery’s small sioeefront is a
ventnble Eden for cheese worshipers
seviernl kimds of blue cheese (a Rogue
Cresmery specinliy] and cheddars fin-
vored with chipodle, pesto, gorfic, wd
otber delights, nlong with staples sach
as cunned crob, safmon. and oysiers
My chimses are available to sample.
We especully enpoyed the dreamy hlue-
wermes] Clreeonzodn

Flany of southern Oregon’s besi
wineres hine Boute 238, o simsous byway
thasi prassies :I||1|L|l:|| |,|n'_|1|'|uti11; hills mndd
the Appbagate River Valley as if menn-
ey Do Meshomd 10 Larniis Pass,

Valley Wiew Winery, fovnded by
Oiregon wine pioneer Frank Wisnovky,
lEmldres |'|-:::|'|||I.'|r virietnls such as

Sweet Prince

The Cooldge Howse: Sttng moms and well
Appointed baths are feateed i many of the suiles n
this Victonan bed-and-breskdast, which i o bBlocks
froim theatars, Bates; $95-5205, (B0 655-5522

The Palm: With Capa Cod—style Bungaloss,
abractive gardens, and a srral ool this budses
priced motor-oour s @ dhearmmng theowback 1t about
a mile from the Shakesrsane Festvl, Rales:
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